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THE GREAT REVERSAL 
Pastor Jim Dunn  

 

Mark 12:38-44 

Beware of the Scribes 

38 And in his teaching he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long 

robes and like greetings in the marketplaces 39 and have the best seats in the 

synagogues and the places of honor at feasts, 40 who devour widows' houses and for 

a pretense make long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.” 

The Widow's Offering 

41 And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting money 

into the offering box. Many rich people put in large sums. 42 And a poor widow came 

and put in two small copper coins, which make a penny.[a] 43 And he called his 

disciples to him and said to them, “Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more 

than all those who are contributing to the offering box. 44 For they all contributed out 

of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she 

had to live on.” 

 

The film, High Noon, was released in 1952, starring Gary Cooper and Grace Kelly. Set in 

the Old West, it’s the story of a town marshal who goes up against a gang of killers. 

Sounds like the typical Western, but it’s not. The story begins with Will Kane, the marshal 

of Hadleyville, turning in his badge. Why would he do that?  

 

Well, he has recently married, a pacifist Quaker, Amy Fowler. So, he and Amy are 

moving to a different town to become storekeepers. As they are about to ride their 

wagon out of town, news arrives that Frank Miller is returning. Miller is a man Marshal 

Kane had brought to justice.  
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But somehow Miller got off scot free on a technicality and has vowed revenge on Will 

Kane and anyone else who stands in his way – and he is due to arrive on the noon 

train, with his three gang members waiting for him at the train depot.  

 

The townspeople think Will should stick to his plan to leave, perhaps defusing the 

situation. But Will doesn’t think that leaving town will keep Frank Miller from getting his 

revenge. So, Will reclaims his badge and scours the town for help – but with very little 

success. Will finds himself on his own. Even Amy says she’s leaving town with him or 

without him. So, who will stand with Will Kane as high noon approaches? 

 

High noon draws near for us, also. We are coming to the end of the Church Year. 

When we are reminded of our high noon, the Judgment Day. Judgment is the theme 

of the Bible readings for these last Sundays of the Church Year. Today’s Epistle says, “It 

is appointed for man to die once and after that comes judgment.” (Hebrews 9:27) 

Drought sent upon Israel as judgment is the background for today’s Old Testament 

reading. (1 Kings 17:8-16) Today’s Gospel Reading is also about judgment. It comes 

from that week that was headed towards high noon. That high noon when the skies 

became as dark as midnight and Jesus hung on the cross. In that week leading up to 

Good Friday each question the religious leaders asked Jesus revealed their flawed 

thinking. They did not understand that the reign of God was at hand in Jesus. Each act 

they committed revealed that God’s judgment upon Israel was mounting. In verse 41 

(Mark 12), they’re putting their offerings in the Temple treasury. Five verses later Jesus 

says the Temple will be destroyed, not one stone left upon another.  

 

So, the account of The Widow and Her Two Small Coins doesn’t provide us with a 

sliding scale; it doesn’t tell us how much we should put in the offering plate. Jesus 

points to the poor widow putting her one dollar in the offering box only to say, What is 

small in the eyes of the world is big to God.  

 

The scribes are admired by the public and given the first seats at feasts (v.39), but 

those who are important in the eyes of the world are not necessarily the ones who 

have status in God’s eyes. This is the great reversal. Those who use their wealth and 

privilege and power to “devour widows’ houses (v.40),” as Jesus put it, causing widows 

to live on only a couple of coins, will be judged. “They will receive the greater 
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condemnation (v.40).” But the little person is big in the sight of God. “Behold, some are 

last who will be first, and some are first who will be last.” (Luke 13:30) 

 

This great reversal is not something we can see yet. It lies in the future to be fulfilled on 

Judgment Day. For now it’s still just a promise. So, the poor may still look to us like one 

dollar in the offering plate kind of people, they may look to us like they’re a burden to 

society, or worse, we may see them as those people who think they’re entitled. Since 

we cannot yet see the great reversal, we are prone to making distinctions between 

the poor and the rich; between the “long robes” of the scribes and the faded clothes 

of the widow.  

 

Jesus says these privileged wealthy receive public admiration and the first seats at 

feasts. From whom? From us. We treat the wealthy as important. How else do we think 

the scribes get away with devouring widows’ houses? Jesus warns us about the flawed 

thinking of the scribes, because we cannot yet see the great reversal, so we are prone 

to treat the wealthy as more important. What’s scary about that for us, judgment 

scary, is that we know God sees people differently than the world does, we know 

better than to favor the rich over the poor, and we still do it.  

 

So, God favored us over His Son - the Great Reversal! God turned everything upside 

down. So, His Son who had the first and best seat in heaven gave it up to make the 

cross His seat. At high noon on Good Friday who would stand with you against your 

enemies? Jesus. At the cross what did He give? He gave what the poor widow gave. 

Jesus put in all He had, all that He had to live on (see v.44), even His last breath.  

 

But the Great Reversal was not yet done. Then Jesus rose from the grave – so that by 

your faith in Him you have a great reversal. You have life instead of death. You have 

heaven instead of hell. You have grace instead of judgment.  

 

God has turned things upside down for you. And still is. Though we can’t yet see the 

total fulfillment of the Great Reversal, Jesus keeps telling us through His Word that those 

who now are at the bottom and on the edges of society – the poor, the vulnerable, 

the marginalized, those out in the roads and in the hedgerows, those who count for 

nothing in this world – will count very much in the fulfilled reign of God.  
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“Behold, some are last who will be first.” Jesus keeps telling us, “Do you not know that 

God has chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith?” Jesus 

can even point out to us His mother, Mary. Reminding us that she was one of the most 

powerless and insignificant people in her society, young, female, and poor, but she 

was chosen by God to be the mother of the long-awaited Messiah while the rich were 

sent empty away. What Good News for us who are spiritually powerless! These words 

of the Lord that speak of our salvation are bringing a great reversal in our thinking.  

 

In the film, High Noon, there is a great reversal. As a Quaker, Amy did not believe in 

ever using violence. But when her husband’s life is in danger, when she begins to hear 

gunfire in town, she leaves her seat on the train and runs to aid Will Kane, including 

shooting one of Miller’s gang. There is a great reversal in her thinking.  

 

A great reversal in our thinking about who is important, and thus a continuing reversal 

in how we treat the poor come with The Great Reversal of God favoring you over His 

Son. 

 

Amen! 


